
Dummerston	
  Planning	
  Commission 
Approved	
  Minutes	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   August	
  5,	
  2014 

Meeting	
  was	
  called	
  to	
  order	
  at	
  6:30	
  at	
  the	
  Town	
  Hall	
  by	
  Sam	
  Farwell 
	
  
Members	
  Present:	
  Sam	
  Farwell,	
  Maria	
  Glabach,	
  Annamarie	
  Pluhar,	
  Bev	
  Tier,	
  Cindy	
  Wilcox,	
  Deb	
  Forett,	
  
Rich	
  Cogliano,	
  Andrew	
  MacFarland	
  
Absent:	
  	
  
Public	
  Present:	
  Richard	
  Virkstis,	
  Catherine	
  Dianich	
  Gruver,	
  Gail	
  Sorenson,	
  Jody	
  and	
  Paul,	
  Normandeau,	
  
Claudia	
  Teachman,	
  Deborah	
  Brooks,	
  Nelson	
  Jillson,	
  Michael	
  Fedoruk	
  

Approve	
  minutes	
  of	
  7/1/14	
  

Andrew	
  moves	
  to	
  approve	
  minutes	
  as	
  corrected.	
  Rich	
  seconds.	
  	
  Motion	
  passes.	
  

1. Correspondence	
  
Nothing	
  significant.	
  Discussion	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  write	
  for	
  the	
  Dummerston	
  Views.	
  	
  

2. Public	
  Comment	
  	
  
Jody:	
  Went	
  back	
  to	
  other	
  minutes	
  prior	
  to	
  June	
  meeting	
  and	
  didn’t	
  see	
  problems	
  with	
  other	
  
votes.	
  Jody	
  stating	
  that	
  the	
  three	
  votes	
  changing	
  what	
  has	
  been	
  passed	
  after	
  both	
  Planning	
  
Commission	
  and	
  Selectboard	
  already	
  passed	
  and	
  is	
  contesting	
  the	
  legality	
  of	
  the	
  vote.	
  	
  

Catherine:	
  Seems	
  like	
  a	
  vote	
  that	
  jeopardizes	
  the	
  Planning	
  Board’s	
  integrity.	
  	
  

Paul:	
  Illegal	
  vote	
  means	
  that	
  the	
  action	
  taken	
  is	
  null.	
  Automatically	
  reverts	
  to	
  what	
  it	
  was	
  before.	
  	
  

Dick:	
  Questions	
  why	
  there	
  three	
  separate	
  sub-­‐districts	
  for	
  the	
  Settlement	
  areas.	
  

Catherine:	
  Will	
  there	
  be	
  a	
  time	
  for	
  additional	
  public	
  comment	
  in	
  this	
  meeting?	
  (We	
  agreed	
  to	
  
have	
  a	
  second	
  comment	
  period	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  if	
  our	
  regular	
  business	
  was	
  finished	
  before	
  8.)	
  

3. Municipal	
  Planning	
  Grant	
  
Rich	
  reports	
  that	
  the	
  Putney	
  PC	
  meets	
  at	
  same	
  time	
  we	
  do.	
  We’ll	
  hear	
  back	
  from	
  them	
  whether	
  
they	
  are	
  interested	
  in	
  applying	
  for	
  grant	
  to	
  do	
  an	
  Exit	
  4	
  study.	
  	
  

4. Zoning	
  Bylaw	
  Update	
  
[Note:	
  The	
  summary	
  of	
  Dummerston	
  Center	
  residents	
  comments	
  are	
  attached	
  to	
  these	
  

minutes.]	
  

I. Dummerston	
  Center	
  District	
  

Deliberations	
  on	
  revisions	
  with	
  consideration	
  to	
  comments	
  from	
  residents.	
  Using	
  Cindy’s	
  
proposal.	
  	
  

We	
  like	
  the	
  General	
  Description	
  and	
  Purpose	
  as	
  drafted.	
  Annamarie	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  definition	
  for	
  a	
  
“neighborhood	
  store”	
  (borrow	
  from	
  Brattleboro	
  definition)	
  	
  

Annamarie	
  moves	
  to	
  remove	
  “Restaurant”	
  from	
  Conditional	
  Uses	
  in	
  the	
  Settlement	
  areas.	
  
Andrew	
  seconds.	
  Motion	
  passes	
  unanimously.	
  

Deb	
  moves	
  to	
  strike	
  “retail	
  store”	
  from	
  Conditional	
  use	
  with	
  the	
  understanding	
  that	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  
a	
  “neighborhood	
  store”	
  definition	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  Bev	
  seconds.	
  Motion	
  passes	
  unanimously.	
  

Discussion	
  of	
  “Office	
  Building”	
  as	
  a	
  conditional	
  use.	
  	
  

Sam	
  moves	
  to	
  strike	
  “PUD	
  Residential”	
  from	
  the	
  conditional	
  uses	
  of	
  Dummerston	
  Center.	
  Deb	
  
seconds.	
  Motion	
  passes	
  unanimously.	
  

Cindy	
  moves	
  to	
  strike	
  “Recreational	
  Facility”	
  from	
  the	
  Dummerston	
  Center.	
  Annamarie	
  seconds.	
  
Motion	
  passes	
  unanimously.	
  

Andrew	
  moves	
  to	
  strike	
  “Recreational	
  Facility”	
  from	
  Slab	
  Hollow	
  and	
  W.	
  Dummerston	
  Village.	
  
Sam	
  seconds.	
  Motion	
  passes	
  unanimously.	
  



Dummerston	
  Center	
  is	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  lot	
  dimensions	
  as	
  is	
  current	
  Rural	
  Residential.	
  Slab	
  
Hollow	
  and	
  West	
  Dummerston	
  Village	
  will	
  have	
  lot	
  dimensions	
  as	
  proposed	
  in	
  the	
  draft	
  bylaw.	
  

We	
  can	
  not	
  remove	
  two	
  family	
  residences	
  or	
  child	
  care	
  from	
  uses	
  because	
  they	
  are	
  required	
  by	
  
law	
  in	
  all	
  districts	
  that	
  allow	
  single	
  family	
  residences.	
  	
  

Other	
  revisions	
  to	
  update	
  draft	
  and	
  map	
  will	
  be	
  done	
  with	
  consideration	
  of	
  the	
  comments	
  from	
  
residents	
  at	
  Public	
  Forums	
  	
  

Public	
  comment	
  	
  

Catherine:	
  Why	
  do	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  have	
  businesses	
  that	
  would	
  cause	
  people	
  to	
  come	
  here	
  when	
  
they	
  could	
  go	
  to	
  Brattleboro	
  instead?	
  Michael:	
  I	
  can	
  see	
  that	
  the	
  definitions	
  are	
  a	
  hard	
  to	
  put	
  
together.	
  Can	
  we	
  offer	
  definitions	
  and	
  help	
  to	
  the	
  DPC?	
  (Answer:	
  always	
  can	
  offer.	
  Easy	
  to	
  email	
  
planning@dummerston.org	
  )	
  Nelson:	
  Don't	
  tie	
  people’s	
  hands	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  can’t	
  do	
  what	
  they	
  
want	
  to	
  do.	
  Debby:	
  I	
  don’t	
  agree	
  with	
  taking	
  things	
  out,	
  I	
  trust	
  the	
  DRB	
  process.	
  Like	
  to	
  see	
  it	
  
open	
  as	
  possible.	
  As	
  a	
  landowner	
  of	
  the	
  Prospect	
  area,	
  I	
  have	
  made	
  peace	
  that	
  it	
  should	
  be	
  
conservation	
  area,	
  see	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  water	
  resource	
  and	
  important	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  undisturbed	
  resource..	
  
Variable	
  lot	
  size	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  good	
  solution.	
  Would	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  this	
  land	
  would	
  
make	
  a	
  parcel	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  settlement	
  area.	
  	
  

5. Other	
  business	
  
Items	
  for	
  next	
  meeting	
  agenda	
  

• Building/Trade	
  Shop	
  definition	
  

• Neighborhood	
  store	
  definition	
  

6. Next	
  meeting:	
  	
   Tuesday,	
  September	
  2,	
  6:30,	
  Town	
  Office	
  
	
  

	
  


